
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Th e dead-
line for paying property taxes is 
approaching. Members of the 
Cooke County Appraisal District 
Board of Directors discussed the 
Monday, Jan. 31 due date for 
taking care of one’s tax obligation 
during the Jan. 12 regular meet-
ing.
 In his chief appraiser report 
Doug Smithson said the deadline 
is a top priority.
  “Probably about the only thing 
is it’s collections time,” Smithson 
said. “Just want to say Jan. 31 is 
the deadline for paying taxes.”
 In addition, Cooke County 
Judge Steve Starnes swore in 
board members Joe Knight, Jer-

ry Fleitman, James Collins and 
Nancy Brannon. Board member 
Nathan Dempsey participated 
in the swearing in ceremony via 
phone. Board members selected 
Knight as board chairman, Fleit-
man as vice chairman and Bran-
non as secretary.
 Next, the board approved min-
utes for the December meeting.
 As for monthly bills, Chief 
Appraiser Doug Smithson said, 
“Pretty much the same on every-
thing.”
 He said he’s made some adjust-
ments to his staff  to compensate 
for personnel shortages.
 “Mr. Watson we used part-
time,” he said. “We’re short of 
people. We were using [Watson] 
as a driver for appraisers out in 
rural areas. He’s been working for 

almost a year now. It’s worked real 
well out in the rural areas, espe-
cially when you’re measuring a 
house. You’ve got a parttime per-
son to help measure these houses.”
 Th e appraisal district has also 
outsourced some of its deed 
transfer work, Smithson said. 
“Artifi cial intelligence is read-
ing these deeds and just straight 
transfers so if it’s just a straight 
transfer of property it can read 
it.”
 Th e board approved payment 
of the bills.
 Next Smithson discussed fi -
nancial statements.
 “On the fi nancial statements 
you’ll see on the appraisal bud-
get and on the collection bud-
get both that we came out un-
der the overall budget bottom 

line,” he said. 
 Th e board also signed contracts 
for 2022. Contracts included ser-
vices from BIS, a software main-
tenance company; Capital Ap-
praisal, for mineral valuations; 
Esri mapping system, Gaines-
ville Title; audit services; Harris 
Govern, appraisal software; JTS 
Service; Muenster State Bank, 
depository services, Nortex for 
internet services; Philadelphia 
Insurance.
 Th e board voted to accept all 
the 2022 contracts.
 Smithson also noted as of Jan. 
15, his new deputy chief ap-
praiser is Daisy Watson. Th e 
board also voted to add Wat-
son to the district’s bank signa-
ture card and to remove Cheryl 
Martin from the signature card.
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King
Around
Town

by Grice King

 Our oldest daughter Pay-
tyn just started working. She’s 
just 15 but has been in her 
20’s since she was 10 years 
old I think so her fi rst job was 
bound to happen sooner or 
later. Finding one was a chore 
since there were things she did 
and didn’t want to do for work 
but fi nally we landed one with 
a kennel and she loves it. Nikki 
and I were really anxious all 
week to see how it would turn 
out but so far so good! Th at 
makes 2 of our kids working 
at 15, I think they are both 
liking the fact they have their 
own money and responsibili-
ties now. Fun to watch them 
grow! Way to go Paytyn! We 
are proud of you!
 P.S. She hates me mention-
ing her name so if I don’t show 
up for work next week people 
will know something hap-
pened! 
 Also we have our March 1 
Primary Election Candidate 
Forums starting this week on 
Page 7. Th is week features the 
Justice of the Peace Precinct 4 
race between incumbent Car-
oll Johnson and challenger 
Brad Mitchell. Go check it 
out.

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Callisburg Community 
Club will have their Monthly 
Meeting and Pot Luck Dinner 
on Monday, February 7, 2022 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Commu-
nity Building at 92 McDaniel 
Street. Following the Dinner, 
Steve Eberhart, with local ra-
dio station KGAF will be the 
guest speaker, discussing the 
history of KGAF. Visitors are 
welcome.

++++++++

 Th e CCRSP will hold its 
January meeting at the Stan-
ford House on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 25, 2022, at 1:30 pm.  Th e 
guest speaker is Ray Sapping-
ton, sheriff  of Cooke County. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Please join us as we start our 
new year. Feel free to wear a 
mask if COVID is a concern. 
Please join us and bring a 
friend if you are a former em-
ployee of a school district.  See 
you at the meeting!

(Continued on Page 10)

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

GAINESVILLE – North Central 
Texas College and its partners are 
doing their part to help Cooke 
County students improve their 
earning potential and quality of 
life via access to education. 
 Seniors who pledge with the 

Red River Promise program will 
receive support services and free 
tuition at NCTC, and then with 
their chosen university partner. 
Th e Promise is designed to en-
able hundreds of students to ob-
tain 4-year degrees that otherwise 
couldn’t have, according to infor-
mation provided by NCTC.
 NCTC hosted a launch for its 

Red River Promise Program Jan. 
11 on the Gainesville campus. 
Superintendents from 13 par-
ticipating independent school 
districts including Gainesville, 
Lindsay and Muenster were pres-
ent to sign with NCTC as well 
as representatives from its seven 
university partners, including 
Southeastern Oklahoma State 

University, Texas A&M Univer-
sity Commerce, Texas Woman’s 
University, Midwestern State 
University, University of Texas 
Arlington, University of North 
Texas Dallas, and West Texas 
A&M.
 “Th is is an exciting event,” 
NCTC Chancellor Dr. Brent 

(Continued on Page 2)

NCTC Launches Red River 

Promise College Tuition Plan

Making a Promise - North Central Texas College staff members, area school district representatives and higher education partners met Jan. 11 
at the First State Bank Center for Performing Arts on the NCTC Gainesville campus to launch the Red River Promise program, an educational 
partnership which provides free college tuition for students who pledge to the program while in high school.       (The Weekly News Photo)  

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

COOKE COUNTY – COV-
ID-19 infections sparked at least 
one Cooke County School Dis-
tricts to close its doors late last 
week.
 “Due to the number of active 
COVID-19 cases aff ecting our 
staff  and students and, in an ef-
fort to mitigate the potential for 
signifi cant spread among our 
Leopard family, we will be can-
celing school for Th ursday and 

Friday of this week,” a news re-
lease issued Jan.12 by Gainesville 
Independent School District 
stated.
  Cleaning school facilities 
prior to the district’s reopening 
Tuesday, Jan. 18 was scheduled. 
Monday, Jan. 17 was a calendar 
holiday to honor the birthday of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
 “Our custodial team will use 
this time to ensure that all equip-
ment and buildings are cleaned 
and sanitized before students re-
turn. 

 According to the COVID dash-
board on the district website, 40 
active staff  cases were reported as 
of Jan. 17. Staff  quarantined for 
the same time period totaled 45. 
Active student cases were 98 with 
363 students in quarantine status.
 GISD is continuing to make 
COVID testing available for 
GISD staff  and students. To 
schedule testing, individuals who 
are eligible should contact the 
Human Resources Department 
at 940-665-4362. 
 Countywide cases “continue at 

a very high level,” Cooke County 
Emergency Management Coor-
dinator Ray Fletcher said.
 “We’ve seen more daily posi-
tive case notifi cations in the last 
few weeks than any other surge 
thus far,” he said.
 But the news isn’t all bad.  
 “Th e good news is that, region-
ally, ER visits for COVID seem 
to have reached their extremely 
high peak and haven’t gotten any 
worse for the last 10 days,” he 
said. “Hospitalizations continue

(Continued on Page 10)

GISD Offi  cials Close Campuses 

for Two Days Due to COVID
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COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 Jason Christopher 
McAlister, 51, Oak Ridge 
and Marcie Lynn Palmer, 
50, Oak Ridge.
 Marcos Luis Cortest, 46, 
Oklahoma City and Mali-
na Ann Harvey, 39, Okla-
homa City.
 Matthew Joseph Beck, 
37, Ardmore, Okla. and 

Kathleen Nicole Hitt, 36, 
Ardmore.
 Vincent Michael Ham-
ilton, 37, Oklahoma City 
ad Shafonda Monique 
Watson, 33, Oklahoma 
City.
 Bruce Michel Fisher, 34, 
Oklahoma City and Azsure 
Nichole Pope, 46, Oklaho-
ma City.
 James Keith Hackworth, 
43, Ardmore and Brandy 
Michelle Hays, 42, Ard-
more.

Marriage License

Requests Received

(Continued from Page 1)

Wallace said. “It’s exciting 
because each of you are 
with us this evening, but 
it’s very, very exciting and 
wonderful to see 13 inde-
pendent school districts, 
seven universities and a 
community college part-
nering in what could really 
change lives over the trajec-
tory of this program.”
 Red River Promise reach-
es beyond North Central 
Texas College, Wallace 
noted. “I think we need 
to make sure that’s under-
stood… It’s really about 
community college and 
communities themselves 
and universities creating 
a college-going culture in 
north Texas and specifi cally 
in our rural communities.”
 Wallace also reminded 
attendees Red River Prom-
ise will allow students to 
choose their educational 
pathway. “Whether it be 
a high school to college, 
high school to university, 
transfers. But whatever it 
may be we hope that they 
choose to start at North 
Central, we’re a little bi-
ased that way, but there are 
so many other options also 
available to them.”
 He said key components 
of the program are creat-
ing a strong work force 
without leaving students 
with major educational 
loan debts. He also said the 
program is likely to help 
middle income students 
perhaps more than it helps 
students who are Pell grant 
eligible.
 Th e Greater Texas Foun-
dation, Rural Community 
College Alliance and Com-
mit Partnerships played a 

role in making Red River 
Promise possible, Wallace 
said. “Th ank you all for 
your trust in this work.” 
 Red River Promise Di-
rector Barbara Stanley also 
spoke during the program, 
noting she is a fi rst gen-
eration college graduate for 
whom education has made 
a lifelong positive impact.
 “Everyone here tonight 
is unifi ed to achieve one 
common goal,” Stanley 
said. “To raise the perfor-
mance of our student pop-
ulation and in the process 
change the college-going 
culture and strengthen our 
community’s workforce.”
 She also provided some 
biographical information 
about herself.
 “I stand here as an ex-
ample of the transforma-
tion education can have on 
a life,” Stanley said. “I grew 
up in poverty, a low-in-
come fi rst generation stu-
dent and despite the eff ort, 
I did not have the support 
that I needed to navigate 
college straight out of high 
school. As a student I did 
everything I was supposed 
to… straight As, advanced 
classes, extra curriculars. I 
was told how to get into 
college but no one guided 
me how to actually get 
there.”
 Stanley said she complet-
ed 30 hours at NCTC fol-
lowing high school before 
“taking a break.”
 “It wasn’t until I began 
working at NCTC years 
later that I would reenroll. 
Th e second time around 
the fi nancial burden of 
tuition was gone, and I 
was surrounded by profes-
sionals that supported and 
guided me. I never looked 

back. NCTC and educa-
tion truly changed my life. 
I stand here now a proud 
alumnus of North Central 
Texas College, Texas Wom-
an’s University and Texas 
A&M University.”
 She said Red River Prom-
ise will help students get 
through the college appli-
cation process and “creates 
a path to education that is 
accessible, economical and 
dependable… through the 
program Red River Prom-
ise scholars will be guaran-
teed a tuition-covered edu-
cational pathway regardless 
of family income level, race 
or GPA. Students will have 
options to diverse path-
ways that focus on both 
technical education as well 
as academic work.”
 In addition, Stanley said 
each Red River scholar will 
also be paired with a coach 
who will assist and advise 
the student from college 
enrollment to college com-
pletion. 
 “Our promise, our mis-
sion is to help these stu-
dents discover their new 
wants and provide the 
tools to achieve them,” 
she said, adding “Th e Red 
River Promise is going to 
change lives.”
 Muenster ISD senior 
Kelsey Eldridge joined 
others on stage who dis-
cussed Red River Promise. 
Eldridge said she comes 
from a family that has, at 
times, lived “paycheck to 
paycheck.” Attending and 
graduating from college 
seemed daunting until 
her counselor at Muenster 
High School talked to her 
about the Promise, she 
said.
 “Pursuing my dream of 
a college education can 
now be possible through 
the Red River Promise pro-
gram,” she said. “And I can 
be the fi rst in my family 
to have this amazing op-
portunity. Th e Red River 
Promise program has given 
me and many others the 
chance to be successful and 
achieve a degree. I truly be-
lieve that this scholarship 
will have a positive impact 
on so many students in 
our communities and I am 
personally very grateful for 
this opportunity.”
 Also on hand to share in-
sight on the Promise pro-
gram was Gainesville ISD 
Superintendent Dr. Des 
Stewart.
 “Over the past four years 
I’ve engaged our students 

in conversations surround-
ing their future plans after 
they graduate from GHS,” 
he said. “Th e responses 
vary, from enlisting in 
the military, going to the 
workforce and the vast 
majority indicated that 
they would like to pursue a 
post-secondary education. 
For those students who 
indicated post-secondary 
education, the conversa-
tion then shifted to fi nding 
ways to fi nance a college 
education.”
 He said many GISD 
graduates will be fi rst gen-
eration college attendees 
and more than 74 percent 
of GISD students are clas-
sifi ed as economically dis-
advantaged.
 “It became very apparent 
that we needed to fi nd op-
portunities and resources 
to help our students con-
tinue their education be-
yond the walls of GHS,” 
Stewart said. He also be-
gan researching the Dallas 
Promise Program, he said.
 “I thought how wonder-
ful it would be if our kids 
in Cooke County had ac-
cess to such a wonderful 
program where college 
tuition was off ered free of 
charge and the impact that 
it could have on our future 
generations… And then, 
my prayers were answered. 
I was informed by Dr. Wal-
lace that NCTC would 
be off ering the Red River 
Promise Program and that 
graduating seniors would 
receive funding for tuition 
and general use fees for two 
years or 60 hours of college 
course work at NCTC.”
 He also said NCTC has 
partnered with several uni-
versities that “will allow 
funding to move with the 
student if they choose to 
attend one of these part-
nering universities.”
 “For us, in Gainesville 
ISD, this is a game chang-
er,” Stewart said.
 He said the Promise will 
also be an equalizer for stu-
dents and their families.

(Continued on Page 5)

NCTC Launches Red River 

Promise College Tuition Plan
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Jan Norman Homer

Services
 Jan Norman Homer, 
age 71, of Leonard, Texas, 
passed away peacefully in 
her sleep with her sister 
by her side on January 13, 
2022. Visitation is sched-
uled for 1:00 to 2:00pm, 
Saturday, January 22, 2022 
at Meador Funeral Home, 
with a graveside service to 
follow at Fairview Cemetery 
in Gainesville, Texas; Pastor 
Arthur Green will be offi  ci-
ating. All are welcome to at-
tend and celebrate the life of 
Jan.
History

Jan was born on January 
31, 1950, in Ada, Oklaho-
ma, to Collier and Winifred 
Bland.  She was the young-
est of her fi ve siblings, Bar-
bara, Collene, Julia, George 
and Charles, and being the 
baby of the family enjoyed 
the role and spent her life 
looking up to her big broth-
ers and sisters.  She attended 
high school in Gainesville 
then moved to the metro-
plex and went on to work 
in many roles as a medical 
transcriptionist.  Jan loved 
her family fi ercely and they 
were her pride and joy. Jan 
also loved church and God 
continued to provide her 
peace and strength while she 
struggled with her declining 
health. 
 Jan was a feisty, loving, 
fun and passionate woman 
who fi lled many of her days 
with reading scripture, at-
tending church and think-
ing of and praying for those 
she loved, playing games and 
word search puzzles and lov-
ing on her fur baby Cassie.  
Th ose who survive her will 
remember her as a loving 
mom, grandma, aunt, sister, 
cousin, and mother fi gure; 
for she was truly a mother 
to all those who would 
embrace the gifts God be-
stowed upon her.
Survivors
 Jan is survived by her 
daughter, Candice Norman 
of Leonard, Texas; grand-
children Hunter Hensley 

and spouse, Luke Gilbert, 
of Midland, Texas; Chris-
tian Hensley of Leonard, 
Texas; Grayson Hensley 
and spouse, Arlene of Dal-
las, Texas; great-grandchil-
dren Kinley Gilbert and 
Marley Gilbert; sister, Col-
lene Morrow and spouse, 
Wes of Farmersville, Texas; 
brother-in-law Bobby Tracy 
of Gainesville, Texas; sister-
in-law Sharon Bland of Ma-
dill, Oklahoma; nieces, Toni 
Burwell, Cathy Sampson, 
Melanie Gibson, Jennifer 
Hickman, Rebekah Little, 
Sarah Emery and; nephews, 
Timothy Tracy, Joey Bland, 
Scott Bland, Justin Bland, 
Steve Courreges and James 
Bland; and great-nephew 
Justin Mann and spouse, 
Yvonne; plus many other 
cousins and family mem-
bers.
 She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Winifred and 
Collier Bland; sisters, Julia 
Tracy and Barbara Murrell; 
brothers, Charles Bland and 
George Bland; brother-in-
law Andrew Spisak; nephew, 
Buddy Mann, and her for-
mer husbands.
 Pallbearers, Christian 
Hensley, Grayson Hensley, 
Luke Gilbert, Justin Mann, 
Joey Bland and Tim Tracy.

Stanley V. Smith

Services
 Stanley V. Smith Stanley 
Virgil Smith formerly of 
Gainesville, Texas, passed 
away after a lengthy illness 
on December 31, 2021 at 
Baptist Memorial Hospital 
in South Haven, Missis-
sippi. No services planned at 
this time.
History
 Stanley was born on 
March 8, 1947 in Gaines-
ville, Texas to Walter L. 
(Smitty) and Evelyn Smith. 
Stanley graduated from 
Gainesville High School in 
1966. He was a member of 
the First Assembly of God 
Church in Gainesville. Stan-
ley joined the United States 
Air Force in 1967. He served 
in Southeast Asia during the 

Vietnam war. He also had 
duty stations in Guam, Ja-
pan, Iceland, Alaska, and 
California. He was honor-
ably discharged in 1971. 
He worked for Virgil Taylor 
Drilling company until he 
retired.
Survivors

Survivors include: two 
sons. Donnie and wife 
Kim of Covington, Tennes-
see and Howard Smith of 
Virginia. He has six grand-
children. Haley, Hannah, 
Zach, Antonio, Ashton, 
and Alyssa. Brothers Kenny 
(Jayleane) and Steve (Shirli) 
Several nephews, nieces, and 
cousins. He was preceded 
in death by his parents and 
grandparents. Th e family ex-
tends a special thank you to 
his caregivers for their love 
and commitment during his 
illness.
Donations

Donations may be made 
to the Parkinson Founda-
tion or to your favorite char-
ity.

Ray Sullivan Carson

Services
Ray Sullivan Carson, 90, 

of Denton, Texas passed 
away on January 12, 2022.  
Visitation will be Sunday, 
January 16, 2022, from 
6:00-8:00 pm at Meador 
Funeral Home Chapel, 
1204 E. California Street, 
Gainesville, Texas. Grave-
side Service will be held at 
Valley View Cemetery in 
Valley View, Texas at 2:00 
pm on Monday, January 17, 
2022.
History

He was born in Valley 
View, Texas on November 
30, 1931, to William Tom-
mie Carson and Minnie 
Leona (Tidwell) Carson.  
Ray never married but has 
an extended family.   He 
graduated Valley View 
High School in 1949.  Ray 
then went to college at Tex-
as A & M, NTU, and East 
Texas State.  He graduated 
with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Agriculture Education and 
Master’s Degree in teaching 

and Vocational Agriculture.  
Ray was in the Army from 
1954 – 1956 as a radio op-
erator using Morse code.  
He was stationed in Texas, 
Verdun and France.
 Ray started teaching Bi-
ology in 1959 at Garland 
High School and began his 
career as a Vocational Ag 
teacher in 1960 at the same 
school.  While teaching Ag, 
Rays’ students showed ani-
mals at livestock shows in 
Dallas, Fort Worth, San An-
tonio, and Houston, as well 
as in their own local show 
in Garland and in other sur-
rounding areas.  Th ey also 
showed in National Shows 
in other states.  In addi-
tion to livestock showing, 
Ray trained judging teams 
in leadership, radio, parlia-
mentary procedure, meat, 
and dairy.  Th ey participat-
ed in contests at all levels, 
winning a national contest 
on meat judging.  Ray’s stu-
dents learned many things 
that helped them in their 
careers-public speaking, 
record keeping, leadership 
skills, etc.
 Ray received many awards 
and was honored many 
times throughout his career.  
He was President of VATAT 
(Vocational Ag Teachers As-
sociation of Texas) 1978 
– 1979 and Named Who’s 
Who Among American 
Teachers in 1992.  Many 
of his students became Ag 
teachers themselves.  Ray 
also counseled students and 
helped them think things 
through at diffi  cult times 
in their lives.  He was also 
known as the “VATAT Ice 
Cream King”.  Ray served 
as a Superintendent of live-
stock shows in Dallas, Fort 
Worth, and Houston for 
many years
 Ray retired from teach-
ing in 1990 and began a 
second career as farmer/
rancher with his brother 
on the family farm.  Th ese 
years consisted of work, en-
joying family, and traveling 
around the US via travel 
trailer-the longest trip be-
ing Alaska.  He enjoyed 
tours with the Texas Ag 
Extension Service to many 
states to see diff erent farm-
ing methods.  He also en-
joyed judging local shows 
around the state.  Ray was 
known to his family and 
friends as quite a prankster, 
playing jokes on us all-but 
sometimes the table was 
turned on him.
 Ray retired a second time 
in 2014 when he and his 
sister-in-law decided it was 
time to call it quits and all 
the cattle and equipment 
were sold.
Survivors
 Ray is survived by his 
brother, Dee Carson and 
wife, Laura; sister-in-law, 
Betty Carson; nephews, Da-
vid Carson and wife, Cher-
yl, Alan Carson and wife, 
D’awn, Kevin Carson and 
wife, Melissa, Chris Car-
son and wife, Kathy; several 
great nieces and nephews 
and great-great nieces and 
nephews.
 Ray was preceded in death 
by his parents and his broth-
ers, T.J. Carson, and Larry 
Carson.

David James Chester

Services
David James Chester, 57, 

of Gainesville, passed away 
suddenly on December 29, 
2021.  A Celebration of Life 
Memorial will be held at a 
later date.
History
 David was born August 
2, 1964 in Frederick, OK 
to Donald Lee Chester and 
Beatrice Lavonne Riddle.  
He enjoyed working on 
cars, RVs, and tractors.  Mr. 
Chester loved sitting out 
on the porch drinking cof-
fee and listening to his ‘80s 
music.  He was a creature of 
habit and a laid-back spirit.  
He liked being with family 
and friends, talking about 
past times.  He will truly 
be missed by all who knew 
him.
 Mr. Chester was preceded 
in death by: parents, Donald 
Chester and Beatrice Riddle, 
and brother, Richard Lynn 
Chester.
Survivors
 Survivors include: daugh-
ter, Brianna Renee Chester 
of Gainesville; sister, Tra-
cie Skaggs of Gainesville; 
brother, Tim Chester of 
Gainesville; brother, Johnny 
Stuart of Gainesville; sister, 
Rita Bargis and husband, 
Larry of Flower Mound; 
brother, Ray Radar and 
wife, Lora of Walnut Bend; 
and many nieces, nephews 
and friends, including Ron-
nie Neu, whom the family 
wishes to extend gratitude 
for the kindnesses he has 
shown them.
 Arrangements are under 
the care of Geo. J. Carroll 
& Son Funeral Home.  You 
may sign a register online at 
www.geojcarroll.com.

Freddie Shasteen

Services
Freddie Mae Shasteen, 88, 

of Gainesville, TX, passed 
away January 8, 2022 in 
Gainesville. Mrs. Shasteen 
will lie in repose at Geo. 
J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home on Saturday, January 
15, 2022.  She will be laid 
to rest at Fairview Cemetery 
following private services.
History
 Freddie was born on 
March 13, 1933, the third 

of four little girls, to Fred 
and Myrtle Whisenant in 
Whitesboro, Texas.  Her 
daddy was ready to have 
a namesake when Freddie 
was born.  Th ey named her 
Freddie but Daddy called 
her Scooter.  At a very young 
age, she met the love of her 
life, Eugene Shasteen.  Th ey 
were married October 4, 
1951 and worked together 
raising six children, includ-
ing a set of twins, in the 
ensuing years.  Freddie and 
Eugene lived in Rhode Is-
land and California while 
he was in the Navy.  Freddie 
pursued an Education de-
gree at NTSU while raising 
her young children.  Times 
were hard, but she and Eu-
gene worked together so she 
could get her degree.  Teach-
ing Art, Math and Special 
Education in Albuquerque 
and Moriarty, New Mexico, 
and Woodbine and Gaines-
ville, Texas, was a career she 
enjoyed.  Eugene and the 
children always came fi rst 
and she loved her whole 
family dearly.
 Traveling across the coun-
try to see family was always 
important.  Her hobbies in-
cluded sewing for the fam-
ily, quilting, and time spent 
in the large garden, with 
Eugene, at the farm. Fresh 
vegetables were always at 
the dinner table along with 
homemade cornbread for 
anyone who showed up at 
mealtime.  She was always 
a very pleasant lady.  Fred-
die had a very special bond 
with her husband, Eugene, 
that was noticeable to every-
one.  Th ey would frequently 
dance in the kitchen.  Every 
Christmas she would make 
and deliver the best velvety 
fudge for friends and family.
Survivors
 Survivors include: chil-
dren: Deborah and Bill Sul-
livant, David and Juanita 
Shasteen, Marsha Shasteen 
and Dennis Martinez, Art 
and Camilla Shasteen, Brad 
Shasteen and Dorene Chart-
ier; sister, Lula Johnson; 
grandchildren: Katherine, 
Justin, Derek, Kyle, Stepha-
nie, Sam, Freddy, Daniel, 
Emma, Kate, Amy, Brent, 
Paige, and several great-
grandchildren.
 Freddie was preceded in 
death by her husband, Amos 
Eugene Shasteen; daughter, 
Glenda Jones; grandson, 
Ben Sullivant; parents Fred 
and Myrtle Whisenant; and 
sisters: Frances Louthan and 
Joy Pryor.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Betty Sue Dunn

Services
 A graveside service for 
Betty Sue Dunn, age 81, 
will be held at 1:00 PM on 
Saturday, January 15, 2022 
at Mountain Park Cemetery 
in Saint Jo.
History
 Betty was born on May 18, 
1940 in Saint Jo to Bob C. 
and Evelyn (Bowen) Dunn. 
She moved with her family

(Continued on Page 10)
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COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following sentences 
were issued for felony in-
dictments and fi led in the 
235th District Court.
 Erin Jess Giff ord, 40, 
was convicted of the April 
1, 2019 state jail felony 
off ense of abandoning or 
endangering a child and 
was sentenced to four years 
suspended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, four years’ proba-
tion and court costs. Gif-
ford was also convicted of 
the Dec. 12, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of forgery 
of a fi nancial instrument 
against an elderly individ-
ual and was sentenced to 
four years suspended time, 
two years confi nement in a 
state jail facility, four years’ 
probation and court costs. 
She was also convicted  of 
the October 3, 2020 state 
jail felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram 
and was sentenced to four 
years suspended time, two 
years confi nement in a 
state jail facility, four years’ 
probation plus restitution 
and court costs. She was 
also convicted of the Dec. 
20 third degree felony of-
fense of fraudulent use/
possession of identifying 
information and was sen-
tenced to four years sus-
pended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, four years’ proba-
tion and court costs.
 Matthew John Fleitman, 
37, was convicted of the 
Jan. 3, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense of assault-
impede breathing and was 
sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, fi ve years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, fi ve years’ proba-
tion, a $0 fi ne and court 
costs.
 Derian Tyler Campbell, 
50, was convicted of the 
June 21, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense assault fam-
ily violence with prior con-
viction and was sentenced 
to two years’ probation 
deferred, a $250 fi ne and 
court costs.

 Charles Kenneth Hack-
er, 50, was convicted of 
the Aug. 15, 2020 state 
jail felony theft of property 
less than $2,500 with two 
or more convictions and 
was sentenced to four years 
suspended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, four years’ proba-
tion and court costs.
 Joseph Lynn Eggleston, 
43, was convicted of the 
Jan. 6, 2021 state jail fel-
ony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and 
was sentenced to one year, 
eight months confi nement 
in a state jail facility plus 
restitution and court costs.
 Mario Rayshon Hurd, 
35, was convicted of the 
Dec. 16, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram 
and was sentenced to four 
years’ probation deferred, a 
$1,000 fi ne and court costs. 
Hurd was also convicte of 
the Dec. 16, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of marijuana less than four 
ounces and was sentenced 
to four years’ probation de-
ferred, a $1,000 fi ne and 
court costs.
 Angel Eduardo Lara, 25, 
was convicted of the Jan. 
30, 2021 third degree felo-
ny off ense of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than four grams and was 
sentenced to three years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, a $250 fi ne plus 
restitution and court costs.
 Kahley Marie Hutchi-
son, 35, was convicted of 
the March 29, 2021 third 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams and was sentenced 
to four years’ probation de-
ferred plus restitution and 
court costs.
 William Barney Laine 
Jr., 64, was convicted on 
two counts stemming 
from the Feb. 21, 2021 
state jail felony off ense of 
fraudulent possession/use 
of a credit or debit card 
and was sentenced to two 

days suspended time, six 
months confi nement in a 
state jail facility and court 
costs. 
 John Fitzgerald Bennett, 
56, was convicted of the 
March 1, 2021 second de-
gree felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than 400 grams 
and was sentenced to six 
years confi nement in a state 
jail facility and court costs. 
Bennett was also convict-
ed of the March 1, 2021 
third degree felony off ense 
of prohibited substance/
item in a correctional/civil/
community facility and 
was sentenced to six years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility and court costs. He 
was also convicted of the 
March 1, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than four grams and 
was sentenced to six years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Bryan Aaron Saenz, 21, 
was convicted of the April 
4, 2021 third degree felony 
off ense of escape while ar-
rest/confi ned and was sen-
tenced to three years’ pro-
bation deferred, a $20 and 
court costs.
 Matthew Aaron Green, 
36, was convicted of the 
April 12, 2021 third de-
gree felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than four grams 
and was sentenced to three 
years’ probation deferred, a 
$750 fi ne plus restitution 
and court costs.
 Michael Jataun Lopez, 
55, was convicted of the 
April 16, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram 
and was sentenced to four 
years’ probation deferred, a 
$2,000 fi ne plus restitution 
and court costs.
 Leonardo Rodriguez-
Hidalgo, 43, was convicted 
of the July 15, 2021 second 
degree felony off ense of 
evading or attempting to 
evade motor fuel tax and 
was sentence to 10 years 

suspended time, 10 years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, 10 years’ probation 
and court costs. He was 
also convicted of the July 
15, 2021 second degree 
felony off ense of transfer-
ring motor oil with out 
shipping documents and 
was sentenced to 10 years 
suspended time, 10 years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, 10 years’ probation 
and court costs. In addi-
tion, Rodriguez-Hidalgo 
was convicted of the July 
15, 2021 third degree fel-
ony off ense of unlawful use 
of criminal instrument and 
was sentenced to 10 years 
suspended time, 10 years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, 10 years’ proba-
tion, a $50 fi ne and court 
costs.
 Reinaldo Rodriguez-
Moya, 51, was convicted 
of the July 15, 2021 sec-
ond degree felony off ense 
of evading or attempting 
evade motor fuel tax and 
was sentenced to 10 years 
suspended time, 10 years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, 10 years’ probation 
and court costs. He was 
also convicted of the July 
15, 2021 second degree fel-
ony off ense of unlawful use 
or criminal instrument and 
was sentenced to 10 years 
suspended time, 10 years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, 10 years’ probation 
and court costs. He was 
also convicted of the July 
15, 2021 second degree 
felony off ense of transfer-
ring motor fuel without 
shipping documents and 
was sentenced to 10 years 
suspended time, 10 years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, 10 years’ proba-
tion, a $5,000 fi ne and 
court costs.
 Kandy Lynn Hammer, 
32, was convicted of the 
Aug. 15, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance less than four grams 

and was sentenced to four 
years’ probation deferred 
plus restitution and court 
costs.
 Ernest Kristavian Lane, 
17, was convicted of the 

July 30, 2021 fi rst degree 
felony off ense of aggra-
vated robbery and was sen-
tenced to fi ve years’ proba-
tion deferred, a $500 fi ne 
and court costs.
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GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Cammie Jeanneau Tay-
lor reported theft of pre-
scription medicine in the 
1800 block of Buck Street.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
1100 block of East High-
way 82.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
3000 block of East Broad-
way.
 Jennifer Black Oldtker/
Th e Wolf Den reported 

fraudulent use/possession 
of identifying information 
in the 1900 block of Cali-
fornia Street.
 Alondra Guadalupe 
Huerta reported theft of 
vehicle keys in the 900 
block of Highway 82.
 Cody Joe Shell reported 
a hit and run incident in 
the 1100 block of Aspen 
Road.

Arrest Log
 Jeff rey D. Salisbury, 54, 
seven misdemeanor war-
rants.
 Alexander R. Audette, 
27, driving while intoxi-
cated.

 Jarrea L. Harris, 39, mis-
demeanor warrant arrest.
 Elaine D. Cook, 49, fel-
ony warrant arrest.
 Preston N. Gonzalez, 25, 
two  misdemeanor war-
rants.
 Brandon R. Lundberg, 
35, theft of property less 
than $2,500 with two or 
more prior convictions, 
felony warrant.
 Clint D. Stephens, 28, 
theft of property less than 
$2,500 with two or more 
prior convictions, felony 
warrant.
 James C. King, 31, re-
sisting arrest, search or 
transport.

Sentences Issued for Felony Indictments

Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports

311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX

GAINESVILLE EYE CARE

Glasses      Eye Exams      Contacts

940-668-7500

Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com

Dr. Kasey Warren, OD
Dr. Andrew Warren, OD
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Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following incidents 
were reported to the 
Cooke County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce.
 Officers investigated 
an incident of manu-
facture/delivery of a 
controlled substance 
less than four grams in 
the 900 block of North 
Grand Avenue.
 Carmelita Aylin Ortega 
reported burglary of ve-
hicles in the 80 block of 
Dearborn Street.
 Jonathan Orozco re-
ported burglary of vehicles 
in the 100 block of Butter-
cup Drive.

 James Clinton Grant re-
ported burglary of vehicles 
in the 900 block of Coun-
ty Road 2261.
 Kenia J. Salinas reported 
burglary of vehicles in the 
100 block of Buttercup 
Drive.
 Ana Caleros-Garcia re-
ported burglary of vehicles 
in the 200 block of JL 
Drive.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia at Cal-
ifornia Street and Grand 
Avenue.
 Offi  cers investigated 
an incident of possession 
of a controlled substance 

less than four grams in the 
900 block of County Road 
2117.
 
Arrest Log
 Lloyd Phillip Hansard, 
36, terroristic threat of a 
family member/household 
member.
 Justin Cole Childers, 32, 
assault family/household 
member impede breath-
ing/circulation, assault 
causing bodily injury/fam-
ily violence.
 Derick Th ad Hedrick, 
22, display unclear/ob-
scure license plate, failure 
to appear.
 Kyle Lane Kastens, 25, 

display expired license 
plate/registration, failure 
to appear.
 Megan A. Humphrey, 
40, injury to a disabled 
individual, aggravated 
assault with deadly weap-
on.
 Kyle Matthew 
Henneman, 28, possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram, driving 
while intoxicated third or  
more.
 Danika Lynne Morgan, 
30, theft of property less 
than $750.
 James Calvin Whitt, 56, 
failure to maintain fi nan-
cial responsibility.

(Continued from Page 2)

 “No longer does a kid’s 
level of social economic 
existence serve as a pre-
determining factor in 
how or what they are able 
to accomplish,” he said. 
“Th is opportunity simply 
put, is amazing. And as a 
student who came from a 

very similar upbringing 
as many of my kids I’ll 
do all that I can to en-
sure that all my parents 
and students are aware 
of this program… I can’t 

say thank you enough to 
our partners in education, 
NCTC and the support-
ing universities.”
 Th e launch program 
ended with the signing 

of a banner by school su-
perintendents, partnering 
university representatives 
and NCTC staff  members 
connected with Red River 
Promise.

NCTC Launches Red River 

Promise College Tuition Plan

2 Entrances:
2301 Foundry Rd & 2100 N. I-35

940.665.2800

DEF RECYCLING

Buying ALL

Scrap Metal

Sell New &

Used Steel

Commercial & Residential

E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com

FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
• All Makes and Models
• Rock Chip Repair
• Fully Insured

Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window 
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully 

Insured • Serving Cooke County and 
Surrounding Areas

• Lowest Rates on Supplements
• Medicare Advantage Plans
• Home Health / LTC Plans
• Life Insurance

903-814-4096

LOOKING 
FORWARD, 
REACHING 

HIGHER
Step by step, that’s the way… building tomorrow 
today. We’re looking forward, and reaching higher 

communities.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257

Eliminate going to several doctors!
Complete Healthcare for Adults

in Cooke County

V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine

AKA Dr. Victor

• Arthritis  • Joint Pain  • Anxiety
• Depression  • Skin Disorders  • Asthma  • COPD 

And Much More
Contact our Of  ce for Questions or More Information

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm
Medicare, Medicaid and all Insurances Accepted

• Heart Disorder
• Diabetes

• High Blood Pressure
• High Cholesterol

• Thyroid
• Seizures

• Weight Control

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Home Hospice to Host 
Grief Support Groups
COOKE COUNTY  - 
Home Hospice of Cooke 
County is happy to an-
nounce they will be off er-
ing two new grief support 
groups starting in January! 
Th eir Journey Th rough 
Grief is a four-week group 
that gives those who are 
mourning a safe space to 
process their grief and 
help fi nd support for their 
loss.    
 Th ey will be hosting 
the groups at their offi  ce 
located at 316 S. Chest-
nut Street in Gainesville.  

Our Tuesday “Brown 
Bag” group meets Janu-
ary 18, 25 and February 
1 and 8 from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. Th ursday 
night group meets Janu-
ary 20, 27 and February 3 
and 10 from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. Th e groups are 
open to the community 
and you can choose the 
day and time that works 
best for you. Everybody is 
welcome. 
 “Experiencing the loss 
of a loved one always 
leaves a void in our lives” 

said Kelly Lamkin, LBSW, 
Support Group Leader. 
“As we go through grief 
and mourning we change 
in many ways. It becomes 
a challenge in understand-
ing your grief and the 
many ways it impacts your 
life. Come and join us as 
we listen, share and sup-
port each other.”
 To RSVP for the sup-
port group or ask for 
further details, call Paula 
Britain at 940-665-9891. 
If you’d like information 
on individual counseling, 

contact Kelly Lamkin at 
940-665-9891. 
 Home Hospice of 
Cooke County is a 501(c)
(3) community-based 
non-profi t hospice. Our 
mission is to help you have 
the best possible Qual-
ity of Life. To learn more 
about Home Hospice and 
the other community out-
reach programs we off er, 
please visit our website 
www.homehospice.org or 
our Facebook page www.
facebook.com/homehos-
piceofgrayson.

AUSTIN – Th e Don’t mess 
with Texas Scholarship Con-
test is now accepting appli-
cations for the 2022 school 
year.
 Any Texas high school 
senior currently attend-
ing public, private or home 
school and planning to at-
tend an accredited Texas col-
lege or university in the fall 
2022 semester is eligible to 
apply. Judges will select win-
ners based on the students’ 
proven results in leading 
projects or events focused 
on educating communities 
about the importance of 
keeping our state clean and 
litter-free.

 Presented in partnership 
with Keep Texas Beautiful, 
the Don’t mess with Texas 
Scholarship Contest will 
award a total of $9,000 in 
scholarships in May 2022. 
Th e 2022 scholarship con-
test awards are sponsored by 
Buc-ees and iHeart Media.
 “It’s important that 
younger generations under-
stand they have the power to 
create long-term solutions 
that can transform their en-
vironment into one that is 
litter-free,” said Becky Ozu-
na, program administra-
tor for the Don’t mess with 
Texas campaign.
 Don’t mess with Texas 

has been educating Texans 
about litter prevention since 
1986. Th e program includes 
a grassroots partnership 
with Keep Texas Beautiful, 
annual “Trash-Off ” com-
munity outreach events and 
the Adopt-a-Highway vol-
unteer program.
 To apply for the Don’t 
mess with Texas Scholar-
ship, visit dontmesswithtex-
as.org. Applications must be 
received via online submis-
sion by 5 p.m. (CST) March 
31, 2022.
 For media inquiries, con-
tact TxDOT Media Rela-
tions at MediaRelations@tx-
dot.gov or (512) 463-8700.

Don’t Mess with Texas 
Scholarship Contest 
Accepting Applications
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Opinions

By Jamie Stiehm

Th e Capitol candlelight 
vigil for the mob attack 
on Congress gave way to 
a Senate showdown on 
voting rights -- a scene 
straight from the heart of 
darkness. 
 Timed for the Martin 
Luther King Jr. holiday, it’s 
a showdown Senate Dem-
ocrats don’t know they can 
win. But they have to try, 
for a fair fi eld in the up-
coming midterms. Plus, it’s 
a great chance for Sen. Joe 
Manchin, D-W.Va., who 
plays Hamlet to the hilt, 
to choose “to be” with his 
own party. 
 President Joe Biden gave 
a speech in Georgia Tues-
day, urging the Senate to 
change its fi libuster rules, if 
necessary, to restore voting 
rights. Th at prospect has 

Senate Republicans breath-
ing fi re. 
 But the heart of darkness 
is across the street from 
the Capitol: the Supreme 
Court. While the Capitol 
endured a physical brutal 
assault, the Court often 
tears down the walls of de-
mocracy from inside. 
 In 2013, the Court 
struck down a shiny pearl 
from the civil rights era: 
the Voting Rights Act. 
Th at’s the reason why the 
Senate is in the crosshairs 
now. Th e activist Supreme 
Court acts in all the wrong 
ways -- with more to come. 
 Chief Justice John Rob-
erts and other Republicans 
waged war on a widely 
praised voting rights law, 
applied to the South where 
patterns of racial discrimi-
nation persist. Th e infa-
mous case was brought by 
Shelby County, Alabama, 
and brought the late Jus-
tice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s 
strongest dissent. 
 Senate Democratic 
Leader Chuck Schumer 
declared, “Everyone in this 
chamber will have a chance 
to go on record ... on de-
fending democracy.” Since 
the Jan. 6 siege, he says, 
voter suppression laws are 
on the rise. 
 Senate Republican 

Leader Mitch McConnell, 
canny and shrewd, says a 
rule change on the 60-vote 
fi libuster would “break 
the Senate.” Why, heavens 
above, Democrats want to 
“federalize elections.” 
 Yes, Mitch. Federal offi  c-
es should be subject to fed-
eral oversight laws, as they 
were for nearly 50 years. 
Presidential and congres-
sional elections by right 
need federal backbone and 
should not be left to un-
even states. 
 In the darkness of the 
“big lie” loser former Presi-
dent Donald Trump has 
spread (that the 2020 elec-
tion was stolen), the urgen-
cy of passing a new Voting 
Rights Act is here and now. 
Th e Supreme Court left 
democracy with no um-
brella in the rain, no winter 
coat on an arctic day. 
 Roberts is not even the 
worst Republican on the 
high court. Among the 
three Trump appointees, 
Brett Kavanaugh himself 
egged on a “preppie riot” as 
Florida votes were counted 
in the deadlocked Bush v. 
Gore election. 
 America got by for a 
cycle or two. Th e 2020 
election was free and fair, 
by all accounts, with high 
turnout that looked like 

nonviolent resistance to 
me, multitudes standing in 
long lines. Biden won deci-
sively. 
 But 19 states have just 
changed their voting laws 
and made it harder to regis-
ter and to vote. Several Re-
publican Trump loyalists 
are running for secretary of 
state, the offi  ce responsible 
for vote-counting. Th is 
means state electors may 
be more partisan instead of 
neutral. In Georgia, it will 
now be illegal to give water 
to voters waiting in line.  
 Th is is happening in 
plain view since the at-
tempted murder of a 

peaceful democracy on Jan. 
6, 2021. 
 Th e senator with the 
most at stake is the Rev. 
Raphael Warnock, D-Ga., 
pastor at the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, where 
King preached. He’s on the 
ballot again, after an upset 
win in 2020. In fi ery fl oor 
speeches, he states nothing 
matters more in American 
democracy than protecting 
the rights of minority vot-
ers. 
 Th e Supreme Court gave 
us campaigns with unlim-
ited “dark money,” in Citi-
zens United. It restricted 
a constitutional right to 

reproductive freedom in 
Texas. Employer mask 
mandates are at risk. 
 Just you wait for the 
crux: whether the Court 
will allow the release of 
Trump’s records from dur-
ing the Jan. 6 siege. 
 See what I mean? I rest 
my case. 
 Jamie Stiehm may be 
reached at JamieStiehm.
com. To fi nd out more 
about Jamie Stiehm and 
other Creators Syndicate 
columnists and cartoon-
ists, please visit Creators.
com.
 COPYRIGHT 2022 
CREATORS.COM

Jamie Stiehm

Senate Sets Stage for a
Showdown on Voting Rights

Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 No matter what our dif-
ferences might be on other 
issues, I think we can al-
most all agree that internet 
and cell phone service is es-
sential to our quality of life. 
Everything from shopping 
to education and health 
care now depends on con-
nectivity.  We all want our 
local businesses to prosper, 
and that depends on their 
ability to access such ser-
vices. Fortunately, the fed-
eral pandemic relief funds 
and the recently passed bi-
partisan infrastructure bill 
have fi nally provided am-
ple support to expand the 
access we all need— access 
that could be as transfor-
mational to the modern era 
as the Rural Electrifi cation 
Administration was in the 
1930s and ‘40s.
 Texas has already set up 
a Broadband Development 
Offi  ce to oversee the distri-
bution of about $600 mil-
lion in funding for this pro-
cess.  What we need now is 
the kind of civic engage-
ment that made the REA 
so eff ective in the mid-
twentieth century.  When 
the enabling legislation 
passed for the REA, only 
about 5% of rural families 
had electricity; within less 
than two decades over 95% 
had it.  Th at happened, not 
because of politicians and 
bureaucrats, but because 
the people themselves de-
manded it and became en-
gaged in making it a reality.

 Unfortunately, the his-
tory of public funding for 
private enterprises has an-
other, less uplifting, side.  
Without active civic en-
gagement, companies like 
Verizon and ATT (entities 
likely to receive govern-
ment funds to expand ser-
vices) have a track record 
of taking our tax money, 
building the infrastructure, 
and then overcharging for 
the services. Taxpayers end 
up paying twice—once to 
provide the investment 
capital and then to actu-
ally get the services. I’m 
not blaming the compa-
nies here; after all, their 
goal is to return high prof-
its for their investors. Th e 
responsibility to hold them 
accountable rests with 
the people themselves. 
We have to demand that 
they deliver on their pub-
lic commitments—that 
means pressuring our elect-
ed offi  cials to prioritize the 
public’s needs over those of 
the corporations that pay 
for their campaigns.  
 Th e fi rst step is to be-
come engaged at the local 
level to ensure that our 
county receives its fair share 
of this expanded funding. 
A petition to make certain 
that our local offi  cials and 
state representatives hear 
our voices is currently cir-
culating at connectcooke-
county.com. If you want to 
engage across party lines to 
make this happen, just go 
online and sign the peti-
tion. It is completely non-
partisan, simply because 
this is not a partisan issue.  
Th is is an exercise in civic 
engagement necessary to 
make a democratic system 
work and to maintain pub-
lic faith in the system that 
has made America great.
 Tragically, the partisan 
divide has become so se-
vere in this country that 
almost half of Americans 
now believe we are on the 
brink of another civil war. 

Th e way past the current 
impasse is for ordinary 
folks to fi nd common 
ground on issues like this 
that can bring us together 
for the greater good. Hope-
fully, we can relearn how to 
fi ght for each other instead 
of being constantly pitted 
against each other.

Pat Ledbetter
Gainesville

To the Editor, 

 Th ere was a time I used 
to get excited to go to work 
and treat sick patients.  A 
time when I knew I could 
make a diff erence.  I could 
enter the hospital with a 
positive attitude and out-
look. My co-workers were 
laughing and joking with 
patients, then we would 
leave work for the day 
knowing it was meaning-
ful.  Times have drastically 
changed. Th e past three 
years have been the hardest 
years of my entire 24-year 
career as a nurse. I’m ex-
hausted.  My coworkers are 
exhausted. Th e community 
is exhausted.  
 Th e emotions that 
healthcare workers now 
feel daily are emotionally 
draining.  Since the onset 
of Covid-19, we have felt 
fear, anger and despair.  
Th e staff  has endured long 
shifts, exorbitant overtime 
and separation from their 
families. while repeatedly 
watching our community 
experience profound loss.  
 Our small ICU is con-
sistently full of very sick 
individuals of all ages and 
we are back to living this 
nightmare scenario. Even 
with the best medical treat-
ment, this virus causes the 
lungs to stop working and 
patients slowly suff ocate to 
death over a period of sev-
eral weeks. We have seen 

entire families become vic-
tims of Covid-19.
 I tell you this not to scare 
you, but to remind you to 
keep your guard up. Th ere 
are only a few things we 
know we can do to hope-
fully prevent this fatal virus 
from taking another life  I 
urge each of you to strong-
ly consider getting the 
Covid-19 vaccine. Please 
wear a mask and wash your 
hands often. More impor-
tantly, if you feel ill, please 
stay home.  You could be 
saving someone else’s life 
by just staying home if you 
feel ill.  You may be strong, 
but others are not. Please 
seek care early if you have 
signs or symptoms of the 
illness.
 I also urge you to avoid 
the emergency department 
when possible. Minor ill-
nesses can often be cared 
for by your primary care 
providers. We are seeing 
record numbers of people 
come to the emergency de-
partment for minor emer-
gencies, which cause more 
severe emergencies to have 
to wait.
 Finally, please know on 
behalf of myself and the 
staff  at North Texas Medi-
cal Center, we deeply care 
for this community. We 
love our patients, we know 
our patients, and we treat 
our patients like family and 
we are devastated from the 
loss of the last three years. 
It’s something no one 
should ever have to endure.

Bonnie Hess
Chief Nursing Offi  cer
North Texas
Medical Center

To the Editor,

 Th e Texas State Legisla-
tors in a rare bi-partisan 
action created in 2021 the 
Texas “Broadband Devel-

opment Offi  ce” and it is 
funded with over $600 
million dollars to be used 
to improve broadband in 
rural underserved Tex-
as.  Our state rep, David 
Spiller, was a co-sponsor.  
Underserved means spotty 
cellular coverage and/or 
anything less than 25Mbps 
download speed.  What 
hasn’t been communicated 
is how the $600,000,000 
will be dispersed.
 Cooke county is rural, 
has spotty cell phone cov-
erage and not many get 
25Mbps internet.  I have 
created a petition and am 
asking for signatures.  Th e 
petition is not political it 
is civic.  It simply asks that 
Cooke County be consid-
ered as part of the rural in-
vestment distribution.
 Th e petition can be 
found on line:

https://chng.it/bZBFVgswBb
 It is only and exactly 
what the petition says.  
Citizens of Cooke County 
are underserved according 
to the State Broadband 
Development Offi  ce defi -
nition.  Th is petition states 
that, whatever the process 
turns out to be (if any), we 
would like to be considered 
as part of the investment 
process.
 Since this petition is 
to request Internet and 
cell phone service my US 
Postal Service is 424 Co 
Rd 183, Gainesville, TX 
76240 if one doesn’t have 
cell or internet.  Send a 
card or letter and I’ll add 
to the petition.

Respectfully,

Sherman Moore
Gainesville

Letters to the Editor...
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Tell us bit about yourself
 Fourth generation, my 
great-grandfather served in 
the Civil War and right after 
that came to Cooke County. 
Settled in the Dye Com-
munity. My family has been 
here since right after the 
Civil War and my wife’s fam-
ily, the Clarks, they’ve been 
here before the Civil War. 
Th ey came in the original Pe-
ter’s Colony and settled here. 
Our roots go very deeply into 
Cooke County which I think 
has a lot to do with my in-
terest in Cooke County. I’m 
very much interested in its 
history, its current status and 
what I think is going to be an 
onrush of growth that we’re 
going to get in the future.
 Early on, I was a police 
offi  cer in Grand Prairie and 
Arlington for a number of 
years. I’ve been fl ying since 
I was just a young kid. Dur-
ing the Vietnam War was 
off ered a position as an in-
structor pilot for the Air 
Force. We taught students 
to fl y through that. Th en, 
I’ve always been involved in 
business, primarily the avia-
tion business. Th rough all of 
my ramblings, I managed to 
get a degree through North 
Texas [State University] in 
history and then have a mi-
nor in political science and 
English. I always wanted to 
go to law school, so I went to 
law school at SMU in 1976. 
Th at was something that I 
always wanted to do but we 
had three kids, we had busi-
nesses so I went the fi rst year 
and said, ‘I will fi nish later’ 
and I did. I fi nished almost 
30 years later and went 
back to Texas Wesleyan Law 
School which is now Texas 
A&M law school. Graduated 
and practiced family law here 
in Cooke County. In 2015, 
one of the other judges asked 
me to run for Justice of the 
Peace. I was doing family law 
and getting rather tired of 
it. We felt like we needed to 
have an attorney in that posi-
tion because an attorney as a 
JP can do many things that a 
non-attorney JP cannot do. 
 Rita and I are newlyweds. 
We’ve been married 59 
years. It’ll be 60 years. We 
have three children. Our 
son is retired from the Air 
Force. Both of our daugh-
ters are school teachers and 
then they’re now in the 
business world. We’ve got 
eight grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild and they’re 
all extremely beautiful and 
extremely bright. Th ey are 
all in the local area. My wife 
taught almost 30 years at 
Lindsay Independent School 
District.
 I was on the Lake Ray 
Roberts Planning and Zon-
ing Board. I’ve been on the 
airport board which is an 
advisory board. It has to do 
with the use and develop-
ment of our airport.  I’ve 
been on that almost 20 years.
 Everything that I’ve every 
done professionally dealt 
with making decisions about 
peoples’ future and how 
they’re going to be impacted 
by what authorities do to 
them.
Can you explain the job de-
scription of Cooke County 
Justice of the Peace Precinct 
2?
 Probably, it’s my favor-
ite court. Here’s the reason. 
Many people, most people 
will probably live their lives 
and probably, you might, 
but probably if you are ever 
in any of the other courts, 
the courts of record. If you 
are in the county court at 
law or in the district court, 
you’re not going to be there 
very often but you will very 
likely either be in a munici-
pal court or the justice court 
because we handle the cases I 
call it where the ‘judicial rub-

ber meets the road.’ Th at’s 
where if you have disputes 
with neighbors, if you have 
any number of things that 
can happen in your life from 
traffi  c tickets to hopefully 
not arrests but we do handle 
civil, criminal cases. We han-
dle administrative cases.
 Th ere is a sheet that new 
judges are given and it cat-
egorizes criminal law. It will 
have your criminal, your 
civil, your administrative 
law. Th ere’s 81 separate cat-
egories of things that we do 
and within those categories, 
there’s subcategories. And it 
ranges from, like I say, traf-
fi c tickets that people are 
aware of to game and fi sh 
violations. We even enforce 
some federal highway laws. 
We do revocation of a license 
you might hold, your drivers 
license, your concealed carry 
license. We are also judges in 
the court of inquest which 
means we deal with when 
someone passes away unat-
tended. Once again, I think 
there are 254 counties, I be-
lieve, in Texas. And there’s 
only 13 counties that have 
their own medical examiners. 
We then are called upon to 
determine a cause of death. 
Tremendous misconceptions 
in that. People think we 
pronounce people dead. We 
don’t. Th at’s not what we do. 
We are judges in the court of 
inquest and that means we 
gather all the information 
from death investigators, po-
lice offi  cers. We may talk to 
the family. We may talk to 
doctors. If the situation calls 
for it, we will send the people 
for a post-mortem examina-
tion and an autopsy. 
 Almost everyone under-
stands that everything you 
do in the judicial realm, a 
higher court can overrule 
what we do. You know, cases 
can be appealed to a higher 
court. Th ere’s one excep-
tion to that I know of. Our 
determination on the cause 
of death. Although we are 
not medically trained, our 
determination of the cause 
of death is fi nal. It is no ap-
pealable; in other words, if 
the medical examiner or doc-
tors say a person died with A. 
I could say, no. Th at person 
died with B. And that’s the 
way it is and you can’t appeal 
it.
 Th e authority you have is 
broad-reaching and compre-
hensive, and nobody’s going 
to look over your shoulder 
and tell you you’re wrong. 
Th ey might tell you but 
they’re not going to change 
anything.
 One other thing that I 
want to mention, not that 
you would, most people 
would not, but people that 
tend to drink and want to 
drive, well, if there’s any indi-
cation that you may be over 
the limit, with the stroke of a 
pen, I can suspend your 5th 
Amendment rights of not 
testifying against yourself. 
You know, the 5th Amend-
ment protects you from 
testifying against yourself. 
You cannot be compelled to 
testify against yourself. Oh 
yes, you can. Because when 
I sign a warrant for a blood 
draw, they’re going to take 
your blood, and your blood 
is going to testify against you 
because it’s going to tell the 
prosecutor exactly what’s in 
your system. You didn’t want 
to do it and you said no, but 
doesn’t matter. We’re going 
to do it anyway.
 And interestingly enough, 
I’m the only judge in Cooke 
County that does blood 
draws. Now, district judge, 
county court at law judge 
has the authority to do them 
but as a practical matter they 
don’t. If you are an attorney 
JP. and this shows the legis-
lature knows how important 

this is, if you are not an at-
torney and you’re a justice of 
the peace, you cannot sign 
blood warrants. So, what 
they’re saying is if the voters 
want you in this position, 
that’s okay. But you can’t do 
this and you can’t do this. So 
that’s one of the diff erences 
between having an attorney 
in the position of JP and 
having a non-attorney in that 
position.
 We could also be assigned 
as associate judges and do all 
kinds of pretrial work, take 
some of the workload off  
some of the courts of record.
 Th is is not an indictment 
against people that are not 
attorneys. Honestly most 
people in the JP position are 
not attorneys but the learn-
ing curve is very steep, and it 
comes very fast. 
How are you qualifi ed to 
serve in that position?
 Th e history is I’ve got seven 
years’ experience as a justice 
of the peace. Between three 
and fi ve years I’ve served as 
municipal judge in Valley 
View, Lindsay and Muenster. 
Valley View, Lindsay, Muen-
ster, we’re going to meet once 
a month. We’re going to 
handle the cases that come 
up and justice court and the 
municipal court has a lot of 
similarities. With the justice 
court, we do, do things that 
they don’t do. 
 Th ere’s one other area 
that’s vitally important and 
that’s when you do what we 
call magistrate at the jail. We 
inform people of their rights, 
and we set their bonds. So 
once again, with this pen I 
determine whether you stay 
in jail, whether you get out of 
jail. It takes great, you have to 
able to discern the elements 
of a crime to know if the of-
fi cers have met the elements 
of a crime to the extent that 
there is probable cause.
 Police offi  cers live in a 
diff erent world than courts 
live in. Police offi  cers live in 
a world of probable cause. 
Th at’s all they need to arrest 
is probable cause. Th ey view 
it or they have good reason 
to believe this happened. 
Courts deal with beyond a 
reasonable doubt on criminal 
issues so when I’m a judge 
I’m dealing with beyond a 
reasonable doubt. When 
I’m a magistrate, I’m dealing 
with probable cause and you 
have to know the diff erence 
between the two. All judges 
are magistrates. All magis-
trates are not judges. When 
I’m functioning out there at 
the jail, I’m not a judge. I’m 
a magistrate, and a magis-
trate has the same authority 
whether I’m doing it or you 
get a Supreme Court Justice 
to come down here and do 
it. We have exactly the same 
authority. At that time, we 
have total authority over 
that individual. So, anyone 
that thinks that the justice of 
the peace court, as I term it 
tongue in cheek, is a judicial 
spit and whittle club, you’re 
seriously wrong.
 Emergency apprehensions, 
keeping people in jail, the 
district court doesn’t hear 
about that. Th e county court 
at law doesn’t hear about 
that. Your magistrate does 
that.
What changes, if any, do 
you plan to make if elected?
 Okay. We have to take 
that in two diff erent ways. 
We have to react to what the 
legislature tells us because 
every time they meet, there 
are changes that are going 
to happen. We have to look, 
listen and learn to what the

(Continued on Page 8)

Cooke County Candidate Forum
Precinct 4 Justice of the Peace

Cooke County Candidate Forum highlights those candidates who are in a contested race in the March 1 primary election. Cooke County Candi-
date Forum is presented by The Weekly News of Cooke County to help readers fi nd out more about the candidates. All candidates were asked the 
same questions. 

Carroll Johnson
Republican - Incumbent

Tell us a bit about yourself
 I was born in Gaines-
ville, was raised here, gradu-
ated from Gainesville High 
School. Got my initial educa-
tion as a paramedic at Cooke 
County College. It’s now 
NCTC. I left and went and 
worked throughout the state 
and ended up coming back 
home and I worked at Cooke 
County Emergency Medical 
Services for a little over 11 
years serving as a fi eld para-
medic and a supervisor with-
in the department. I fl ew for 
CareFlite for fi ve years and 
retired after 23 years in EMS. 
I did both EMS work and I 
was a volunteer fi refi ghter for 
the entirety of that.
 I live in Era. I’ve got four 
boys. Th ey range in age from 
14 to 26.
Can you explain the job de-
scription of Cooke County 
Justice of the Peace Precinct 
2?
 Th e justice of the peace 
in Cooke County whether 
it’s Precinct 1 or Precinct 
2 serves in a capacity that 
wears many hats. Th ey serve 
for Class C misdemeanors, 
things that we can’t really 
be incarcerated for, speeding 
tickets, stop signs, parks and 
wildlife, game violations that 
sort of stuff . Th at’s how most 
people interact with the JP 
court. 
 Th e JP oversees small 
claims up to $20,000; cases 
where people fi le to sue or 
whatnot for small claims 
cases, and they oversee some 
types of property disputes 
whether it’s tenant and land-
lord disputes, eviction dis-
putes or questions of title 
when it relates specifi cally to 
property covenants such as 
property restrictions placed 
on a title that perhaps a 
new purchaser didn’t read 
the covenants and they, you 
know, built a building they 
weren’t supposed to build. 
But essentially when the JP 
is dealing with legal cases it 
is based upon the concept of 
the plain reading of the law. 
So being able to understand 
the text of the law that’s not 
a court where you have giant 
and diverse legal arguments, 
questions of interpretation 
that would end up in an ap-
pellate court. It’s based upon 
the plain reading of the law. 
And that is because the state 
of Texas, when they estab-
lished the justice courts, de-
termined that there needed 
to be a court where citizens 
could access the court with-
out the need for a lawyer 
and that’s why it’s not a re-
quirement for a justice of the 
peace to be an attorney. It’s 
based upon the plain reading 
of the law.
 Th ey also serve as magis-
trates meaning in the mag-
isterial duties, they will get 
called to set bonds for peo-
ple that have been arrested 
based on guidelines and the 
circumstances and facts sur-
rounding the case.
 Th ey can, of course, marry 
people but they are also re-
sponsible and each one of 
the ways that they interact 
most with the public, they’re 
responsible for determining 
whether or not there needs 
to be an inquest and con-
ducting the inquest in an 
unattended death. And so, it 
requires some level of com-
passion because you are deal-
ing with people at their abso-
lute worst. But secondarily, it 
requires you to have the abil-
ity to process complex infor-
mation, to understand things 
about the way the human 
body works regardless of the 
fact that a medical examiner 
sends a report back. Th e JP 
makes the fi nal determina-
tion as to the cause of death 
and whether or not there 
needs to be further investiga-
tion.

How are you qualifi ed to 
serve in that position?
 Having spent 23 years in 
public safety with fi re and 
EMS background and specif-
ically to the EMS side of the 
background, I have been in a 
position to, not only observe 
a JP managing situations 
such as death inquests, but I 
have been present prior and 
before and provided medi-
cal aid. I’ve got a very solid 
understanding of the human 
body and the way that it 
operates and how it receives 
injury. And so, on that end 
of it I have the emergency re-
sponse experience, education 
and background to be able to 
manage it.
 When it comes to the 
plain reading of the law, 
that is something that all 
of us should be completely 
capable of. I certainly am, 
and I’ve spent my last eight 
years since I got out of EMS 
work, working in right of 
way and easement manage-
ment which requires me to 
review title documents every 
day and determine what the 
rights of the property owner 
versus the rights of the public 
utility would be, how prop-
erty covenants aff ect that sort 
of thing.
 For the questions of title 
disputes, I have eight years’ 
experience in managing 
property rights on behalf of 
a public utility.
What changes, if any, do 
you plan to make if elected?
 I want to bring about 
modernization to the offi  ce. 
As I am looking at the coun-
ty’s website for the Justice of 
the Peace Court for Precinct 
2 there are some helpful links 
on there for people who are 
fi ling cases but there’s not a 
lot of helpful links for defen-
dants. 
 And as I’ve looked at other 
court websites through the 
state of Texas whether they 
be justice of the peace courts 
or the city equivalent which 
is a municipal court I have 
found that there are, and it 
may be as a result of CO-
VID. I don’t know but there 
are many courts that have de-
veloped a way for the citizens 
to actually access their court 
whether it is on the plaintiff ’s 
side or whether it is on the 
defendant’s side and on the 
defendant’s side whether it’s 
civil or criminal. Th ey have 
forms available. Th ey have 
tutorials available to instruct 
the citizens as to how to prop-
erly approach the court and 
how to fi le your answer and 
how to fi le it in a timely fash-
ion. Th at would be the fi rst 
change that I would make is 
to improve our county’s web-
site so it provides the citizen 
a greater opportunity to be 
able to access the functions 
of the court without the need 
for an attorney.
 One of the best absolute 
websites I found actually be-
longs to the city of Gaines-
ville municipal court. Th ey 
have complete methodology 
to go through the discovery 
process for people that re-
ceive traffi  c tickets and want 
to challenge the traffi  c ticket 
and perhaps get a jury trial 
or a bench trial. Th ey actu-
ally have the process lined 
out for you in advance, how 
to request copies of body 
cam footage or the dash cam 
footage or the circumstances 
detailing your traffi  c citation. 
And I believe that the justice 
of the peace court should en-
gage our citizens in the same 
way.
 Most people don’t under-
stand they can actually ap-
proach the court and request 
discovery on Class C crimi-
nal complaints. And that’s 
one of the things that I would 
change. Th at court operates 
just like every other court in 
the United States on the pre-

sumption of innocence. It is a 
foundational bedrock of our 
country. While many people 
will just plead no contest and 
pay their fi ne or seek deferred 
adjudication whatever it is 
that they need to do there 
are some people that choose 
to contest the citations they 
receive, and their options are 
to try to contest it and repre-
sent themselves which is pos-
sible in a JP court or to try 
to contest it with an attorney 
which again is also perfectly 
acceptable in JP court. Many 
people choose not to because 
they just simply fi ght their 
way through the legalese. 
So having a court website 
that I designed to let people 
access the functions of the 
court without the aid of an 
attorney, to the extent that 
is legally allowable and that 
they can, that would be an 
improvement that I would 
make.
 I want to make sure that I 
specify that I am not knock-
ing the current incumbent in 
offi  ce. What I’m saying is I’ve 
looked at something that I 
see. He may well have tried 
that and the county may not 
be able to support it but as 
the department head, as the 
elected offi  cial, it would be 
incumbent upon that person 
to push for better technol-
ogy or whatever is necessary, 
better budgeting in order to 
ensure the citizens have the 
absolute, best opportunity 
to access the functions of the 
court. 
 One of the other changes 
that I would make would 
be to off er an evening court 
at least once if not twice a 
month so that people don’t 
have to take off  work to 
come fi le a pleading with the 
justice of the peace and we 
have an evening court which 
is common in other parts of 
the state and as our popula-
tion grows and changes we 
have to be more responsive 
to our citizenry. But I would 
fi nd a way to add an eve-
ning court to the schedule 
so that people could attend 
and make their pleadings. 
You can’t do a jury trial in the 
evening because you can’t in-
convenience the members of 
the public that would serve 
on the jury but people can 
show up and plead not guilty 
or fi le their cases and that 
sort of stuff  at an evening 
hearing. Off ering an evening 
docket would be one of the 
things that I would change.
What is your stance on 
crime? Should we be tough 
or lenient?
 Th e best way to answer 
that question is none of us 
have tolerance for crime but 
every crime has a specifi c set 
of circumstances whether 
you’re a sitting justice of the 
peace or a candidate you 
can’t comment on how you 
would rule in certain cases. 
You’ve got to wait until you 
see the facts of the case.
 Generally speaking, like 
everyone else around here, I 
am opposed to crime. I be-
lieve in the bail system mean-
ing that bail is a good way to 
help ensure that people ad-
here to the responsibilities 
and show up for their trial 
date. Sometimes bail needs 
to be set high enough so 
that someone is not permit-
ted to get back on the street 
in cases of felony domestic 
violence, things such as that, 
you would set higher bails 
but there are guidelines for 
stuff  to keep the justice of 
the peace out of trouble so 
that they don’t set a bail that’s 
too low or set a bail that’s 

(Continued on Page 8)

Brad Mitchell
Republican
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legislature directs us to do. 
Th en, within our commu-
nity we must assess our com-
munity’s needs and say what 
can we do. 
 I will tell you one thing 
that I’ve done in the past 
and I’ve gotten tremendous 
positive response on, when 
young people come in, they 
have a traffi  c violation, this is 
their fi rst violation, I like to 
keep it off  their record if we 
can because, you know, that 
aff ects them dramatically 
with their insurance and all. 
If they’re 17 or under, they’re 
new drivers, the Department 
of Public Safety has put to-
gether a montage. It’s a slide 
video that’s rather gory. It’s 
traffi  c accidents and showing 
the results of traffi  c accidents. 
With parental permission we 
let these students they look at 
this video, ten minute video, 
and it’s an eye opener. I allow 
30 minutes for every juvenile 
that comes in. I explain ba-
sics of their responsibility as 
a citizen. I explain to them 
how the law works and then 
I talk to them about driv-
ing an automobile and the 
seriousness of it and driving 
while impaired no matter 
what impaired you. I ask the 
parents to watch it with them 
because it is graphic and then 
they write a fi ve-page paper 
of what that means to them.
 Once they do this, and 
once again, I’ve worked with 
Mr. Zielinski who is the 
county attorney. He’s done 
a really good job of helping 
us because he has to pros-
ecute the cases. What I told 
him was once they complete 
this, they’ve had to come to 
court. Th ey appeared with 
their parent. Th ey come to 
court. Th ey listen to the old 
judge for 30 minutes about 
working with them. Th ey see 
this movie. Th ey write a fi ve-
page paper and this traffi  c 
citation is dismissed. It does 

not go on their record. It’s a 
get out of jail free once. Th e 
offi  cers are for it. I get letters 
from parents that say we tell 
kids what we’ve tried to tell 
them and they didn’t listen 
to us but it made an impres-
sion on them. You’ve got to 
make an impression on kids. 
You got to connect with the 
kids. Th at’s one thing I’m 
very proud of.
 Another thing I think is 
very important in this busi-
ness. It’s called judicial tem-
perament. I hope I have nev-
er used the term ‘my court.’ 
It’s not ‘my’ court. Th e court 
belongs to the citizens of 
this county. I’m a temporary 
person sitting on the bench, 
and I was told when I fi rst 
became a judge by a wise old 
judge who God rest his soul 
is not living now, he said, 
‘Carroll, don’t ever forget it’s 
a bench and not a throne.’ 
I’ve tried to keep that in 
mind. When we do this mag-
istration at the jail, I was just 
doing a rough count, prob-
ably 5-6,000 people maybe 
more that I magistrate. Th ese 
are people that are under ar-
rest and I’m setting a bond, 
I’m determining whether 
they are going to stay in jail 
or not. I’ve met some of the 
nicest people in jail. Th ey are 
frankly nice people. Th ey just 
did something they shouldn’t 
have done. I’ve met a handful 
of people that are evil. Th ere 
are not many evil people in 
the world, but you look in 
their eyes and you know 
they’re evil. Th at’s just what 
they are and what they’ve 
done. But even through that 
all, you treat them with re-
spect. You have to treat them 
with respect because they’re 
presumptively innocent. You 
don’t punish them from that 
magistrate’s bench. You deal 
with them in a proper way.
What is your stance on 
crime? Should we be tough 
or lenient?
 Th is harkens back to some-

thing you asked before about 
what is coming down the 
pike. You’ve seen it in the na-
tional media. Bond reform. 
Bond reform is real, and 
bond reform is something 
that needs to be done. Bond 
reform is not letting violent 
criminals out of jail. Th at is 
not what it’s for. Counties are 
being sued right and left over 
how they’re handling prison-
ers. Low-level, nonviolent 
prisoners. Here’s something 
that might surprise people. 
Harris County did a study of 
over 200 people that were re-
leased. You only get released 
two ways. You get released 
on money bonds. You post 
a certain amount of bond, 
you get released. Or you get 
released on a personal bond. 
Th ere is no such thing as 
personal recognizance in 
Texas. People use it. Judges 
use it. Doesn’t exist. Th ere 
is a personal bond, has to be 
a money value when you let 
somebody out.
 Th e Code of Criminal 
Procedures 17.15, I believe 
it is, tells you fi ve things you 
have to do when you are go-
ing to set a bond. Number 
one, you set a bond to have 
reasonable assurance that the 
person is going to appear. 
Number two it’s not puni-
tive. Th at means, I don’t care 
how mad you are. We’re not 
mad at him. He’s presump-
tively innocent. I don’t care. 
I don’t punish them. Num-
ber three, you consider the 
totality of the circumstances. 
Did we have to chase you to 
Arkansas and drag you out 
from under a bed or when 
you found out you had a 
warrant did you come turn 
yourself in? Th at goes a long 
way. Number four is very im-
portant. You are to consider 
their ability to make bond 
and you are to take evidence 
upon it. Th en the last one 
is are they a threat to them-
selves or to the community?
 Th is court, we see every-
body in society. We see the 
king pins of the community 
and we see the people that 
are really down on their luck 
and you cannot treat them 
diff erently. 

What makes you more 
qualifi ed than your oppo-
nent?
 Two things. Number one 
I would never comment on 
my opponent. I’ve met him 
one time and he seemed like 
a nice gentleman that’s all I 
know about it. Everybody 
that comes for any position 
brings a skill set. He has a 
skill set. I understand he’s 
been a paramedic. I could 
not go do the job that he 
did. So he brings a skill set. I 
bring a skill set.
 Probably one of the big-
gest diff erences is that I have 
a seven-year track record. 
I’m not going to tell you how 
great I am at doing that job. 
If you want to know, what 
I want people to do is this: 
go talk to any police agency 
from municipal police to the 
sheriff s department to the 
department of public safe-
ty. I’ve worked with Texas 
Rangers. I’ve worked with 
game and fi sh. I’ve worked 
even with some federal of-
fi cers. Find any of them. 
You ask them if I’m doing 
my job. Talk to the hospital 
emergency room. Talk to 
the funeral homes because I 
deal with them on inquests. 
Go to the courthouse. Talk 
to the people I work with. 
Don’t take my word for it or 
anything. Everybody should 
be a proactive investigative 
voter. Whether you’re vot-
ing in a local election or a 
state election, federal elec-
tion, fi nd out what the job 
requires then fi nd out what 
skill set each of those people 
bring to that job and then 
you decide whether you 
want candidate A or candi-
date B to be in that job. 
 I feel like number one 
from a mechanical, func-
tional standpoint I was 
asked to run so we would 
have an attorney in that job 
so the district and county 
court at law did not have to 
be answering in the middle 
of the night because think 
about it. You’ve got a district 
court, county court at law. 
Th ey’ve got a huge jury trial. 
Th ey’ve got a murder trial 
going on and you’re waking 

up the judge, like I got awak-
ened last night at 3:30 and I 
haven’t been back to sleep. I 
went to bed at 1 o’clock and 
I got up at 3:30 and after you 
do this you don’t go back to 
sleep. You need an attorney 
in this job or things are go-
ing to change dramatically. 
Your county court judge and 
your district judge are going 
to start doing some things 
they hadn’t done because 
there’s nobody else that can 

do blood warrants.
 Beyond that if I have mis-
used, misplaced, been mal-
feasant in offi  ce I need to be 
voted out. Point blank. If I’m 
not doing my job you need 
to replace me. If I’m doing 
my job, you know what you 
got and you’re going to get 
more of the same. And I’m 
going to tell the voters the 
same thing. What I’m tasked 
to do is to do what is just and 
what is right.

Carroll Johnson
Republican - Incumbent

(Continued from Page 7)

too high because once they 
set a bail, remember they are 
not convicted. Th ey’re still 
charged. So, they are techni-
cally innocent until they’re 
proven guilty but if you set a 
bail too high, they challenge 
in the next court up which 
would be district court and 
can have their bail lowered. 
A justice of the peace wants 
to be right. Th ey want to set 
bail where it needs to be and 
so when it comes to enforce-
ment on crime I believe in 
rigid enforcement on crime. 
When it comes to how I 
would hear cases within the 
offi  ce, it’s completely based 
on circumstance. Th e cir-
cumstances and the facts 
surrounding the case.
What makes you more 
qualifi ed than your oppo-
nent?
 We each have a diff er-
ent set of qualifi cations. 
My background in fi re and 
EMS has had me dealing 
with high stress situations 
and emergencies in other 
peoples’ lives when they are 
at their absolute worst and 
weakest points and some-
times it involved criminal 
activity. Medics get called 
regularly to testify in crimi-
nal cases because they are 
impartial observers of facts, 
and they can report things 
without the bias because 
they are an impartial ob-
server. I’ve been involved 

in a lot of that stuff  and 
being able to interact with 
people and understand the 
prospective whether they’ve 
been charged with some-
thing or whether they’re in 
the court seeking relief from 
something or whether you’re 
dealing with them from an 
inquest perspective those are 
all things that I have a lot of 
experience with and I am 
qualifi ed to manage the legal 
implications of it. I read le-
gal documents all day every 
day.  Th at’s what I get paid 
to do.
 Th ere is no necessity to be 
an attorney. Attorneys put 
their pants on one leg at a 
time just like I do. Just like 
you do. Just like everybody 
else does. It is certainly a 
noble profession. It certainly 
would lend itself to the prac-
tice of being a judge in the 
justice of the peace court. It 
is by no means a necessity 
or even necessarily the idea 
that the state of Texas had 
by establishing a citizen ac-
cess court. My opponent has 
a diff erent educational and 
life background than I do. 
I cannot speak to him and 
I will not denigrate him on 
that. 
 I do have a rock solid edu-
cation though. I graduated 
from Texas Tech University 
as an adult student with a 
bachelor of science degree 
and I’m currently looking at 
a couple of diff erent gradu-
ate programs.

Brad Mitchell
Republican

The Weekly News Classi-
fi eds. 940.665.2320.

Help Wanted

RENAISSANCE CARE CENTER
Come Join A Team Where Everyone

Is Empowered
Our motto, for every employee at
every level is “It Starts With Me”

Make Your Career a Calling
There Is No Door Closed To Anyone

FULL TIME
$5000 SIGN ON BONUS FOR

ALL NURSING SHIFTS
$1500 SIGN ON BONUS FOR CNA

NURSE AID TRAINING & COMPETENCY 
PROGRAM

ALL POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
FULL TIME, PART TIME, PRN

8 HOUR SHIFTS
COMPETITIVE WAGE RATES & BENEFITS

Apply in Person
Renaissance Care Center

1400 Black Hill Drive
Gainesville, TX 76240

Ph: 940-665-5221

Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
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The

Weekly News
       of Cooke County

“We are the best
bang for

your buck!”

Ryder is a bog boy with 
such a big heart. He was 
surrendered to us due to 
the health of his owner and 
has been such a great boy. 
He is housebroken and 
knows basic commands 
such as sit and stay. He 
loves to run in the grass 
and have some time out-
side. Due to his size we 
recommend he go to a 
home with no children as 
he is just a big boy that 
does not know just how 
big he is. Ryder has been 
neutered, microchipped, 

and is up to date on all his age appropriate vaccina-
tions, meaning he is go home ready today! If you are 
interested in adopting Ryder please give us a call at 
(940)665-9800 and we can set you up an appointment 
to come in and meet him!

Animal Adoption

Remember: The Weekly News of Cooke County runs 
found animal classifi ed word ads for FREE in an at-
tempt to help reunited the animal and the owner. For 
more information, call 940-665-2320.

Animals Found

For Sale
Hess Hay, new alfalfa, little bales and 3x3x8s and little 
bales of coastal. 940-665-7601.
                                                                   12/29

Garage Sales

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

ESTATE SALE
Dealers and Pickers 
welcome and greater 

discounts!
January 21 and 22
332 South Lindsay, 

Gainesville, TX 76240
Antique furniture includ-

ing large cabinet with drop 
front desk, three sets din-
ing chairs French console/

dresser wall mirrors, tall 
display cabinet with locks, 
1950’s pink china, silver 
fl atware, fi ne art including

Charley Harper.

Performance Equine Asso-
ciates is a  veterinary hos-
pital for horses in Thack-
erville, OK. We are hiring 
for an equine technician/ 
assistant. A degree is not 
necessary but horse han-
dling is. Info@pea-texoma.
com or call 580-276-1600. 
Immediate opening! Great 
benefi ts! 
                                                                                                                                                       
02/02

ESTATE SALE
301 Paris St

Nocona TX 76255

Thursday Jan 20 & 
Friday Jan 21  9-4

Saturday Jan 22  9-3

For descrip  ons
and photos see

durhamestatesales.net

Office & Sales 
Assistants 

We are seeking friendly, 
outgoing people with 
good communication 

skills and a strong work 
ethic to assist in several 

areas of our office. 
Customer 

Service/Sales/Office 
experience are a plus, but 
not required. These are 
full time positions with 

growth potential. 
Assistants start at $12/hr 

+bonuses.  We offer 
health insurance, 

retirement plan, & paid 
holidays. 

Apply in person @ 
Uniflex 

6311 S. I-35   
Gainesville TX. 
(940) 612-4700 

Email resume to: 
Uniflexjob@outlook.com 

We are looking for an additional dental 
assistant to join our team at Dr. Mindy 

Klement’s offi ce. Registered dental 
assistance licensing is plus, but is not 

required, on the job training and certi-
fi cation assistant will be available. We 
are open Tuesday through Friday and 
offer a fun family team environment. 

Customer service is our top priority at 
our offi ce, and we look forward to wel-
coming a new team member. Paid time 

off and retirement plan provided as 
well as additional benefi ts. Please call 
940-759-2239 for more information or 
email resume to drmindy@ntin.net. 

Funeral 
Plans
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Classifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi edsClassifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.
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Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
          

Real Estate

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Chris Sleigh  (940) 514-4092
Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry • Stone Walkways

Drywall • Power Washing

Licensed & Insured

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                   07/28

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Legal Notices

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • 940.612.1898

We now crack, buy
and sell pecans

in addition to our everyday, quality 
pool service and supplies.

We Crack Pecans!

Two- 2 Bedroom,
1 Bath Duplex Apts. 
Refrigerator, Stove, 

Window ACs,
Space Heaters,

Water Paid $725/
Mth, $325 Deposit, 

No Pets.
401/403 N Howeth St

Gainesville
940-668-6388

SHEPARD & 
ASSOCIATES

Small Remodel Jobs, 
Painting, Handyman 

Work, Etc.
Been in Business 25 Years

940-665-7920
940-902-5310

SENIOR
SERVICES

I Provide Senior Services:
• Errands

• Dr. Appointments
• Grocery Shopping

• Light Housekeeping
For A Low Hourly Rate

BRENDA
940-372-2784

The Weekly News classifi eds for as low as $7.50 per week! 

NO. PR18056
ESTATE OF CHARLENE RITCHEY, DECEASED

IN THE COUNTY COURT AT LAW
OF COOKE COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of CHARLENE RITCHEY, De-
ceased, were issued on December 15, 2021, in Docket No. 
PR18056 pending in the County Court at Law of Cooke 
County, Texas, to: J. CRAIG BROWN.
 Claims may be presented to the attorney for J. CRAIG 
BROWN, the Independent Executor, and addressed as 
follows:
  John K. Round, Esq.
  Attorney for J. CRAIG BROWN
  Steptoe & Johnson, PLLC
  6860 N. Dallas Parkway, Suite 200
  Plano, Texas 75024
 All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED this 13th day of January 2022.

   John K. Round
   Attorney for J. CRAIG  BROWN, 
   Independent Executor of
   the Estate of CHARLENE RITCHEY
                                                                                                                                                        02/09

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
809 S Weaver 

Dixon Apts
Shady Glen Apts.
Lynnwood Apts.

Shadowood
Townhomes 

No. PR 18061
IN THE ESTATE OF LARRY CORBETT, DECEASED

IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW
OF COOKE COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of LARRY CORBETT, Deceased, were issued 
on January 4, 2022, in Cause No. PR18061, in the County 
Court at Law of Cooke County, Texas, to: SANDRA KAY 
CORBETT. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
 
 c/o: JONATHAN W. HENLEY
   Attorney at Law
  Adams, Bennett, Duncan & Henley
  100 East Broadway
  Gainesville, Texas 76240

 DATED the 6th day of January, 2022. 

   ADAMS, BENNETT, DUNCAN & HENLEY
   By: JONATHAN W. HENLEY
   Attorney for Independent Executrix
   State Bar No.: 24057896
   100 East Broadway
   Gainesville, Texas 76240
   Telephone: (940) 668-2600
   Facsimile: (940) 668-6880
   Email: jon.henley@abdhlaw.com
                                                                                                                                                        02/09

Crossword Puzzle Answers
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to increase though. Th is is 
the same pattern we’ve seen 
throughout this pandemic. 
Cases climb followed a few 
weeks by climbing hos-
pitalizations. Th e hope is 
that over the next couple of 
weeks the increase in hos-
pitalizations will also start 

to fl atten or slowly recede. 
Some good news is that, so 
far, those being hospital-
ized have rarely gotten to 
the point that they needed 
to be placed on a ventila-
tor.”
 Area confi rmed case 
counts as of Jan. 16, ac-
cording to the Texas De-
partment of State Health 

Services website, are as 
follows: Denton County, 
107,782 compared to 
94,358 Jan. 9; Grayson 
County, 19,850 compared 
to 18,237 on Jan. 9; Wise 
County, 11,801 compared 
to 10,725 on Jan. 9 and 
Cooke County, 5,110 
compared to 4,619 on Jan. 
9.

 According to the CDC, 
the following are symp-
toms of COVID-19 fever 
or chills, cough, short-
ness of breath or diffi  culty 
breathing, fatigue, muscle 
or body aches, headache, 
new loss of taste or smell, 
sore throat, congestion 
or runny nose, nausea or 
vomiting and diarrhea.

GISD Offi  cials Close Campuses 

for Two Days Due to COVID

1

Trailers                                                                                     Lloyd Gibbs Equipment – Estate Sale                                                                 

Water Pumps Saturday        January 22, 2022      10 A.M.

Generators Auction Location: 4888 East Highway 82 Gainesville Texas 76240                                                               

Tubing/ Tubulars                                                                                                             940-727-8336

Trucks

Farm Implements

Power Tools

Hand Tools .

Sucker Rods

Pipe Racks

Farm Equipment

Tractors

Air Compressors

Oilfield Fittings

Pumping units

Pipe Trailer

Brush Hog

Auto Cranes

Rigid Pipe Threader / Electric

Electric Metal Band saw

MUCH MUCH MORE 

Terms & Conditions: All items are as is where is no warranties implied or expressed. 10% Buyers fee. 3% Convenience fee for paying with credit card. All sales are final 
no returns or refunds. Buyers can only pickup items after paid in full.  Regulated by The Texas Department of License And Regulation.  LIC #18088 Adam Arendt            
940-727-8336.

Equipment / Estate Auction

c

NOW OPEN FOR TOURS
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Respite Care

5 Star Rated Facility
by Medicare

The Weekly News
We are your best buy!

Learning to live the Word.
Come grow with us!

BIBLE CHURCH

(Continued from Page 3)

to Dallas where she was 

raised and attended school. 
After graduating from High 
School, she attended Ar-
lington Junior College and 
later went to work for Jones 
Blair Paint Company. She 
retired after 35 years of ser-
vice.
 She enjoyed doing re-
search on the history of 
Montague County, was a 
member of the Hospice 
Program in Bowie, was an 
active member of the First 
United Methodist Church 
in Forestburg, and was an 
avid rock collector with an 
immense collection. She 
traveled with the Texas Ses-
quicentennial Wagon Train 
in 1986 and was proud to 
ride into her hometown of 
Saint Jo on horseback when 
the wagon train stopped 
there.
Survivors
 Betty is survived by her 
sister: Carol Gowder of 
Jasper, Georgia; nephew: 
Nathan and wife Teresa 
Gowder of Marietta, Geor-
gia; great nephew: Hogan 
Gowder of Marietta, Geor-
gia; great niece: Madison 
Gowder of Smyrna, Geor-
gia; and numerous extend-
ed family members and 
friends.

 She was preceded in death 
by her parents: Bob and Ev-
elyn Dunn; and nephew: 
Stuart Gowder.

Carolyn Grace
(McCormick) Marple

Services
 Graveside service for Car-
olyn Grace (McCormick) 
Marple, 73, of Abilene, pre-
viously of Saint Jo will be 
held at 2:00 PM on Th urs-
day, January 13, 2022 at 
Center Point Cemetery in 
Saint Jo. Visitation will be 
held from 6:00 PM until 
8:00 PM on Wednesday, 
January 12, 2022 at Scott 
Funeral Home in Saint Jo. 
Mrs. Marple passed away on 
Sunday, January 9, 2022 in 
Abilene.
History
 Carolyn was born in 
Denton on July 31, 1948 
to Frank West and Edna 
(Bland) McCormick. Caro-
lyn was raised in Denton 
where she later met and 
married Henry Marple. 
Th ey have 2 children. In the 
early 80s, they bought land 
and moved to Saint Jo to 

raise their family.
 Carolyn spent most of her 
days working at the nursing 
home as a CNA and at the 
Denton State School. She 
loved to care for others. She 
loved her family very much. 
She later got her bachelor’s 
degree from NCTC in Busi-
ness Management. She also 
worked many years at the 
Bowie Walmart where she 
loved the people she worked 
with.
 Carolyn was preceded in 
death by her husband: Hen-
ry E. Marple; and parents: 
Frank and Edna McCor-
mick
Survivors
 She is survived by her son: 
John Westley and wife Carla 
Marple of Myra; daughter: 
Tiff any Marple and husband 
Matthew Spivey of Abilene; 
and grandchildren: Honor, 
Justice, J.T., Brian and Mi-
ley.

Obituaries

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Zoey Noell Odgen vs. 
Alex Lefevre, divorce.

 Tom McElvain vs. Eq-
uita McElvain, divorce.
 John D. Chandler vs. 
Kristy L. Chandler, di-
vorce.
 Ingrid Kristin Vasquez 
vs. Emilio Baeza Basquez, 
divorce.

Cases Decided
 Anasia McFarlin vs. 
William McFarlin, 
agreed judgments, di-
vorce.
 Edna May Colwell vs. 
Gary Lee Colwell, agreed 
judgments, divorce.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided

WE FINANCE!

Vehicles Include Free Warranty Ask For Details!

940.665.2966

1601 Independence Ave • Gainesville, Tx
2019 Chrysler 3002017 Honda Accord 2018 Ford Escape

BAD CREDIT.
NO CREDIT.

NO PROBLEM!

CALL
 Trey Baumeister

TODAY!

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

(Continued from Page 1)

++++++++

 Home Hospice of 
Cooke County is off ering 
Grief Support Groups 
starting this week. If you 
are interested in attend-
ing just call Paula Britain 
or if you would be inter-
ested in individual coun-
seling (not the group) 
then contact Kelly Lam-
kin at 940-665-9891.


